
 
        8th March 2012 
 

Monitoring “Time of Use” Electricity from 2009 to 2012 
 

 
At the Owners Open Forum in July last year I presented some information 
explaining that we in the Barrington Strata had new “Time of Use” 
electricity meters installed by Energy Australia, free of charge.  I also 
mentioned that I was considering installing a timer in my own unit on the hot 
water power supply, to allow for the heating to be switched ON only during 
the “Off Peak” period (10.00 pm until 7.00 am).   
 
The timer was installed prior to the 28th October 2011.  Subsequently the 
quarterly electricity account to 28th January 2012 we all received last month 
was the first full period with the timer operating. 
 
Naturally our electricity usage varies from one quarter to another through 
the various seasons, however you may find the following data interesting. 
 
The average usage from each quarter from             Peak-  Shoulder -Off Peak      
2009 (Time of Use installed) to October 2011     
             23.8%    56.3%     19.9% 
 
The average usage from November 2011 to  
January 2012 (period when timer was fitted)            17.1%    48.3%     34.6%  
 
 
The data must be considered with the following criteria:- 
 
Normally, during summer we use the air conditioner occasionally but this 
year almost not at all. 
 
We use our stove and hotplates very often in preparing meals and baking. 
 
We try to avoid using the dishwasher and washing machine during the Peak 
Periods.  Both machines heat their own hot water.  
 
Even during days when we had visitors staying we did not run out of hot 
water.  Our tank is 125ltrs. 
 
During the period we have not been away (on holidays).    
 

 
   So how does “Time of Use” billing work. 

 
 
 



   Monday to Friday 
   Off Peak    10.00 pm until 7.00 am 

Shoulder    7.00 am to 2.00 pm and 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm 
Peak           2.00 pm to 8.00 pm 

 
Off Peak = 9.60 cents per kWh  ( 9 hours per day) 

 
   Shoulder = 16.4 cents per kWh  ( 9 hours per day) 

 
   Peak       =  40.6  cents per kWh  (6 hours per day) 
    
   Saturday to Sunday 

There is no Peak time during weekends.  Shoulder times run through from 
7.00 am to 10.00 pm.  Off Peak remain from 10.00 pm to 7.00 am 

   
   Our last account including the SAC charge 
   for Oct 2011  to Jan 2012                                 =   21.63 cents per kWh  

  
 The “Fixed Rate for the same period              =    24.69 cents per kWh. 
 
                                        A Saving of 14.1%  

 
Comparison between increases in your “Fixed Rate”  

 
 July 2009                          12.70 c.                =     62.2%   Increase  
 Jan 2012                           20.60 c. 
 
and   our  “Time of Use” increases 
  
July 2009       off peak        7.4 c.                  =     29.7%    Increase  
Jan 2012             ‘’               9.6 c. 
         
July 2009       shoulder       12.8 c.                 =     28.1%    Increase  
Jan 2012             ‘’              16.4 c. 
 
July 2009          peak           32.40c.                =    27.7%    Increase  
Jan 2012             ‘’               40.60c. 
 
Average increase in Time of Use                   =    27.7%   Increase  
 
Attached is a photo of the timer installation in our linen cupboard. 
An estimate of cost for the timer and installation is between $250 and 
$300. and must be by a qualified electrician 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Regards 
David Webster  
0414 622446 
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